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Neighbourhood House Week 

The Anakie Advocate is proudly printed by Ella George, State Member for Lara. 

Neighbourhood House Week celebrates
the important role Neighbourhood or
Community Houses play in supporting
community wellbeing & connection.

Connection matters.  Nearly 1 in 6
people experience loneliness, and those
who feel lonely are far more likely to
face depression. Community houses
help bring people together and build
meaningful connections.

Anakie Community House is marking
this year’s theme, “Your Place To
Connect,” with a range of come-and-
try sessions and special activities
focused on bringing people together.

All are welcome to come along, check
out page 5 for the schedule!
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Anakie Fire Brigade News

Anakie FB Facebook

MAY 2026

Stay warm!
Edward Atkin
Community Safety & Engagement Officer

Even though the season is over, if you are planning a burn-off to clear your
property, please register it. Registering your burn prevents us from being
paged to a "false alarm." You can register your activity online at
firepermits.vic.gov.au or by calling 1800 668 511 (Open 24 Hours)

Have you checked your smoke alarms?
If you didn't get a chance to check your smoke alarms when the clocks
changed last month, now's the perfect time to check them as we come into
the colder weather. Its recommended you check your smoke alarm every
month. 

"One Metre" Rule 
Now is also the time when many of us bring heaters out of storage. Please
remember the “One metre” rule: keep all clothes, curtains, and furniture at
least one metre away from any heat source. There has also been a rise in
dryer fires around the state, So if you use a clothes dryer, ensure you clean
the lint filter after every single load, as a build-up of lint is a common cause
of household fires in winter.

Home Escape Plan
It is also vital that you have a Home Escape Plan. In a fire, you may have as
little as two minutes to escape safely. Ensure everyone in your household
knows at least two ways out of every room and has a designated meeting
place outside. You can get helpful tips and a planning template at
www.cfa.vic.gov.au/escape-plans

Fire Danger Period Has Ended
The Fire Danger Period for Greater Geelong, Moorabool, and
Golden Plains Shires has officially ended bringing our summer
season to an end. Thank you to the entire Anakie community for
your incredible support over the busy summer months.

For a life-threatening emergency, call 000. Out of mobile service
area, call 112.



www.anakiecommunityhouse.org.au03 5284 1359

Anakie Community House Term 2
20 April - 26 June
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Hairdressing with Joedy
Tuesdays from 9am-1pm 
Ladies Cut: $35, Men’s Cut: $25

Anakie Community House 
Services

Technology
Use our laptops or printer/
Photocopier.
Smart phone help.

Free Loan
Mobility Aids - wheelchairs,
walkers and crutches.

Office Hours:  
Mon, Tues, Thurs 9am - 4pm 
Weds  12pm-5pm

Room Hire
Find out about hiring our spaces

Library
100's of books available to borrow

03 5284 1359 | hello@anakiecommunityhouse.org.au 

Our social groups include:
Monday
Family Playgroup, 9.30am-12.30pm
Bring your little ones to our welcoming and fun Playgroup. 
Walking Group, 10am-12pm
Enjoy walking with others in your local community
Community Kitchen, 12pm-2pm $5
Prepare and share new recipes with our cooking group, sit
down for a chat and to try out your creations.
History Chats, 2pm-3.30pm
 It’s our 40  year as a community group! Share stories, photos
and history.

th

Tuesday
Art Group, 1.30pm-4pm
Do you have an artistic streak? Work on your own projects,
share ideas and skills
Wednesdays
Community Lunch 12.30pm
Bring your lunch and have a chat with others in the community.
UFO Craft Group,  1.30pm-3.30pm
Bring along your unfinished projects or start a new one!
Thursdays
Creative Garden Group, 10am-12pm
Share your ideas and passion for gardening. 
Mobile Phone Basics, 10.30am-12.30pm
Learn to master your phone! Join one of our 3 week programs
to improve your digital skills. 
Carpet Bowls, 10am-12pm, $5
A fun way to exercise the mind as well as the body. At the Hall
on the 1  Thursday of the month.  st

Coffee and Games 1pm-3pm
Enjoy a coffee and a chat, while playing a leisurely game of
Scrabble or cards.

Get Involved

Volunteer, participate
or contact us with
your ideas: 5284 1359



Coming up soon...
‘The Longest Lunch’ - Thursday 14  May
To celebrate Neighbourhood House Week, we’re
hosting ‘The Longest Lunch’ from 10:30am.
The event will feature a variety of guest speakers,
and interactive activities.

The purpose of this lunch is to increase community
connection and what better way to do that than
bringing people together for a lunch and a chat!
Call us to book.

Social Bus Trip - Monday 18 May
Come and hop on the bus! We are rebooting
our social outings and our first one will be to
Avalon Nursery in Ballarat followed by lunch at
Market Hotel and a visit to Gail’s Patchwork
Emprorium.

Meet at the House at 9.30am and you will arrive
back at around 3pm. Lunch is at your own cost
but the bus is free! Bookings Essential.



We are delighted to announce that Anakie Community House has received a
Community Investment Program Grant from Community Bank Lara District to
support the next phase of our garden project.  We are very grateful for this
funding which will allow us to install new picnic tables, seating, and a
community BBQ, creating a welcoming outdoor space for workshops,
gatherings, and social connection.

Following the successful completion of Phase 1—funded through the Victorian
State Government’s Tiny Towns program—which delivered new landscaping
and drought-tolerant native plantings, we are now developing a community
edible garden.

The garden will include wicking beds, a potting table, and a greenhouse
(generously donated by Warralily Community Garden), providing opportunities
for people to learn gardening skills, grow fresh produce, and connect with
others. These additions will help create a vibrant, inclusive community space
that promotes sustainability, wellbeing, and social connection.

We would also like to thank all of our sponsors who have supported us with
the project so far:
Webster’s Water Solutions, Chelvon Quarries, Form’N Earth, Tyquin Trucking,
Valley Road Nursery, B Matthews, H Tucker and all of the amazing volunteers
who have assisted with working bees, planning, providing cups of tea and
scones and moral support!  We have a fabulous community here in Anakie!!

Get involved:  come along to our new garden group on Thursdays at 10am, or
start your own garden group. Contact us for more details.

Cultivating Community
 Anakie Garden Project Receives Funding
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Please get in touch with my office if there is any State Government matter
in which we can be of assistance.
Call 5275 3898 or email ella.george@parliament.vic.gov.au.

Ella
Ella George MP, State Member for Lara 

The Midday Power Saver is a regulated tariff that energy
retailers will be required to offer to eligible customers.
Retailers are required to provide free power for a period
during the middle of the day. For those who sign up to the
offer and switch their power usage to the middle of the day, it
is anticipated that they could save between $100 to $1,070 per
year on their energy bills.

If you are a customer who can shift a lot of your power use to
the middle of the day it could help you lower your energy bills.
More information and eligibility can be found at
www.energy.vic.gov.au/households/save-energy-and-
money/victorian-midday-power-saver

Cost of Living Supports
In the last edition, I shared some
information on different cost of living
supports that are available. In
addition, the State Labor
Government recently announced
that we will be introducing a Midday
Power Saver starting from 1 October
2026, to help households save
money by switching their power use
to the middle of the day.



Anakie Rainfall 
March 2026:  44mm
Days of Rain 11
Recorded by Cambria Parkinson

Date Tanker 1 Tanker 2 Anakie FCV Ultra Light Station Radio Call

3 May … David W Michael C Ben H Gordon H Andrea B Meredith

10 May… Rhiannon H Mark H Ian M Paul M Ben H Stonehaven

17 May … Ian M Declan H Clinton E Shane H Mitch P Anakie

24 May… Kate C Russell B Edward A Pat C Liam H Bannockburn

31 May… Adam J Neil G Carol B Michael C Declan H Barrabool

www.anakiecommunityhouse.org.au03 5284 1359

Month
Millimetres

2026 2025 2024 2023

Jan 3 10 61 23

Feb 22 37 8 30

Mar 44 29 7 38

Apr 19 38 53 57
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Anakie CFA Roster - May









Aiki Jujutsu Australia
KOBUKAN

A not-for-profit organisation established 
to practice this traditional this traditional

Japanese Martial Art.

Dojo Location: 2310 Ballan Road ANAKIE

Class every Thursday
 based on School Terms

Children’s classes: 5:30 – 6:30pm
Adult classes: 6:30 – 8:00pm

Free trial Classes available.
Dicker Sensei 6  Danth

30+ years’ experience
0419 432 472

Website: aikiaustralia.com.au

TUESDAY NIGHTS
6:30pm – 8:30pm 

$10 entry, Anakie Hall
Bring your Boots bring your friends

 & Let’s Dance!! 

No partner needed – just a smile & your Dancing Boots 
www.facebook.com/groups/1320485496342086

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1320485496342086






Reflexology | Lymph Drainage | Foot & Hand Care | Ear Candling

By Appointment
www.anakienaturaltherapies.com.au
0425 731 295 carole@anakienaturaltherapies.com.au
Clinic: 380 O’Neils Lane, Anakie

Anakie Natural Therapies is an agent for Sigvaris compression
garments. Compression Stockings measured, fitted and supplied.
Foot & Hand Care home visits can be arranged for elderly
Anakie residents: ring Carole for details.

Carole Hofflin
Dip. R, RLD Certified 
Cert III Foot & Hand Care

Carole Hofflin
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Hamburg Parsley: (Petroselinum crispum var.
tuberosum) a biennial edible herb which produces large
parsnip-like roots. These roots can be steamed and eaten
like a vegetable. The leaves can be used as you would
ordinary parsley. Hamburg Parsley has been cultivated
across Europe for hundreds of years and since the 16th
century has been a popular root vegetable in Germany,
especially in soups. It is high in vitamin C, iron and sodium.



Friends of Brisbane Ranges
aims to learn about the

environment, ecology, flora,
fauna, and history of the

Brisbane Ranges National Park
and Steiglitz Historic Park.

www.fobr.org.au
Events, park walks, information

and newsletters.

Contact Diedre 0400 128 578

Friends of Brisbane RangesBrisbane Ranges
Landcare Group

If you missed the Brisbane Ranges
Landcare Group's evening last week on
the management of serrated tussock
and want more information go to:
serratedtussock.com/wp-
content/uploads/files/Best-Practice-
Mangement-Guide-Serrated-
Tussock.pdf

Or pick up more information and an
Annual Control Calendar at Anakie
Community House. 

See our Facebook page for more info
or contact Robert on 0401 404 899

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fserratedtussock.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Ffiles%2FBest-Practice-Mangement-Guide-Serrated-Tussock.pdf&data=05%7C02%7C%7C366e433874834ae8b5b808dea5b8a834%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639130409670486041%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HHLXBrBdWt%2FjpIrbWEv9Xvb2BsyBegyjYOmof1%2FPrVw%3D&reserved=0
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fserratedtussock.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Ffiles%2FBest-Practice-Mangement-Guide-Serrated-Tussock.pdf&data=05%7C02%7C%7C366e433874834ae8b5b808dea5b8a834%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639130409670486041%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HHLXBrBdWt%2FjpIrbWEv9Xvb2BsyBegyjYOmof1%2FPrVw%3D&reserved=0
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fserratedtussock.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Ffiles%2FBest-Practice-Mangement-Guide-Serrated-Tussock.pdf&data=05%7C02%7C%7C366e433874834ae8b5b808dea5b8a834%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639130409670486041%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HHLXBrBdWt%2FjpIrbWEv9Xvb2BsyBegyjYOmof1%2FPrVw%3D&reserved=0
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fserratedtussock.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Ffiles%2FBest-Practice-Mangement-Guide-Serrated-Tussock.pdf&data=05%7C02%7C%7C366e433874834ae8b5b808dea5b8a834%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639130409670486041%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HHLXBrBdWt%2FjpIrbWEv9Xvb2BsyBegyjYOmof1%2FPrVw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.facebook.com/groups/645147624831938




koalaclancyfoundation.org.au



Anakie Community Garden
Monthly social gathering
First Tuesday of the Month
9.30am to 11.30am

 
email: Helena.lindorff@bigpond.com
anakiecommunitygardenwordpress.com

WILDLIFE SHELTER
SANDI MURDOCH

care of injured & orphaned animals
5284 1380 all hours

Friends of Brisbane Ranges
Get to know and help our local National

Park!  Everyone welcome
www.fobr.org.au

Events, park walks, information and
newsletters.

Brisbane Ranges Landcare Group
 Meets the third Thursday of the month usually

at 7:30pm at Balliang Hall.

Interested residents are welcome - come and find
out about the benefits of membership! 

rambling2robert@gmail.com
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Sewing Alterations
Zip replacement, hems taken up

on dresses and trousers.
Reasonable rates 

Pauline
0427 183 832

Anakie Hall Hire
Call Adrian 0425 798 938
anakiehall@gmail.com

or call the Community House 5284 1359

Ideal Venue for gatherings, meetings,
parties and events

Is this your space??  Advertise with us, see more on pg 15.

Anakie Community Information
Anakie & District Community Group (Anakie Community House)
(ABN 59 938 073 014)

2115 Geelong-Ballan Rd, Anakie, 3213 
Phone: 5284 1359  Email: hello@anakiecommunityhouse.org.au
Office hours
Mon,Tues, Thurs 9am-4pm
Weds 12pm-5pm

Vision:  Locals caring for the local community
Mission: To be a welcoming and caring community house that reaches out and supports people
Values: We are committed to being: Welcoming, Inclusive, Helpful, Safe, Friendly, Fun

Do you have weed problems?
Hire a spray trailer from 

Brisbane Ranges Landcare Group
 with 2 hand guns a boom spray
and a 500 litre tank $25 a day.  
Contact Jacki 0438 350 121 

mailto:rambling2robert@gmail.com


12 issues monthly

1/8th page $90.00 $10.00

1/4 page $165.00 $18.00

1/2 page $275.00 $30.00

full page $440.00 $45.00
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Birds in the Bush Nursery
 

Healthy indigenous plants ready to go.  
Check out the list of available species on our website
www.birdsinthebushnursery.com.au 
call 5292 0606
robert@birdsinthebushnursery.com.au
610 Staughton Vale Road, Balliang

Adam 0410 886 567
Kate 0492 919 071
Helena 0437 195 511
Heath 0488 438 648
Ruby/Andrew  52841 177
Adrian 0425 798 938
Principal, Karina 5284 1291 
Campbell 0439 611 031 
Steve 0400 419 024 
Andrew 0490 831 427

Anakie CFA 
Anakie Community House 
Anakie Community Garden
Anakie Football & Netball Club  
Anakie General Store/Post Office  
Anakie Hall  
Anakie Primary School  
Balliang District Rural CFA 
Balliang Memorial Hall
St George's Anglican Church 

Local organisations contact details

Deliveries to: Anakie, Staughton Vale,
Balliang and Steiglitz. 

Also available from: Anakie shop, Anakie
Community House and online

www.anakiecommunityhouse.org.au

Submissions for the next issue must be
received by 21st of month prior.

hello@anakiecommunityhouse.org.au

The Anakie Advocate is proudly printed by Ella
George, State Member for Lara. 

Advocate Advertising Costs
Paid in advance, NB prices are ex GST. 

Please contact Anakie Community House for
more information. 

11 issues a year, no issue in January

 Receive The Advocate
 to your inbox!

anakiecommunityhouse.org.au
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Anakie Rural Supplies
ABN 93 492 665 123

Stock & Pet food, Potting Mix,
 Compost & Fertiliser 

sales@anakieruralsupplies.com.au
89 Mornington Street Nth Geelong

Pickup: 8:30am to 5:30pm

380 O’Neils Lane Anakie
Pickup: Mon & Fri 3 to 6:30pm

Albert 0425 731 294
albert@anakieruralsupplies.com.au

Carole 0425 731 295
carole@anakieruralsupplies.com.au

Penrite chain-bar oil 5L $36
layers pellets 20kg 2 for $50
comp. poultry mix 20kg $26 or 2 @ $50
premium potting mix 30L $9.90
Composted Sheep Manure 25L $7.50, or 4 for $28
For Equine feed contact us



Tired of spending hours on your
bookkeeping?

Don’t panic! Let us do it for you!

    We provide the following services:
    $$  Accounts Payable 

    $$  Accounts Receivables
    $$  BAS Preparation and Lodgement

    $$  Payroll & Superannuation

Roneta Hill
Registered BAS Agent No: 25687187

M: 0407 55 33 17
E: roneta@enhancedpower.com.au

www.enhancedpower.com.au 
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	Home Escape Plan It is also vital that you have a Home Escape Plan. In a fire, you may have as little as two minutes to escape safely. Ensure everyone in your household knows at least two ways out of every room and has a designated meeting place outside. You can get helpful tips and a planning template at www.cfa.vic.gov.au/escape-plans
	For a life-threatening emergency, call 000. Out of mobile service area, call 112.
	Stay warm! Edward Atkin Community Safety & Engagement Officer
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	Cost of Living Supports In the last edition, I shared some information on different cost of living supports that are available. In addition, the State Labor Government recently announced that we will be introducing a Midday Power Saver starting from 1 October 2026, to help households save money by switching their power use to the middle of the day.
	The Midday Power Saver is a regulated tariff that energy retailers will be required to offer to eligible customers. Retailers are required to provide free power for a period during the middle of the day. For those who sign up to the offer and switch their power usage to the middle of the day, it is anticipated that they could save between $100 to $1,070 per year on their energy bills.
	If you are a customer who can shift a lot of your power use to the middle of the day it could help you lower your energy bills. More information and eligibility can be found at www.energy.vic.gov.au/households/save-energy-and-money/victorian-midday-power-saver
	Ella Ella George MP, State Member for Lara
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