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Your Place to connect 

The Anakie Advocate is proudly printed by Ella George, State Member for Lara. 

During Neighbourhood House Week, Anakie Community House warmly welcomed
locals to its ‘Largest Lunch’ celebration, embracing the 2026 theme, ‘Your Place to
Connect’.

The event brought community members together to share stories, build connections,
and celebrate the important role neighbourhood houses play in creating welcoming
and inclusive spaces. At the lunch, Niamh from Barwon Healthy Communities
delivered a presentation on Community Kitchens and the important role they play in
strengthening communities through food, connection, and shared experiences.

Guests also enjoyed engaging and interactive sessions from Erica from Mental Health
and Wellbeing Local , along with Amanda and Nat from This is Your Bookmark, who
highlighted the value of storytelling, and community voices to enhance wellbeing . A
particularly exciting announcement from the week was that Anakie Community
House is preparing to launch its first Community Kitchens program, with plans to
incorporate fresh produce from its developing community garden.

Other highlights of the Week included the popular Wadawurrung Bouquet session
with Corinna and the Social Bus Trip to Ballarat, both of which were extremely well
attended and warmly received by participants.

It has been wonderful to see the community continue to grow, with new connections
forming and exciting programs developing for the future.
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Anakie Fire Brigade News

Anakie CFA Facebook

JUNE 2026

Stay safe,

Edward Atkin
Community Safety & Engagement Officer

Stay Safe on Foggy Roads
With the return of chilly, foggy mornings, road conditions could deteriorate
rapidly. Drive to the conditions and remember to turn on your low-beam
headlights &/or fog lights to ensure you are visible to others. Avoid using
high beams and increase your following distance to allow yourself time to
react to hazards. If visibility becomes too poor to drive safely, find a spot well
away from traffic to pull over, turn on your hazard lights, and wait for
conditions to improve.

Stay Fire-Safe with Your Heater
As the temp drops and we begin using heating, the risk of structure fires
increases. Maintain the "one meter" rule by keeping flammable items like
curtains, clothing, and bedding at least one meter away from heaters and
fireplaces. Never leave heaters or fireplaces unattended and ensure they are
turned off before you leave a room or go to sleep.

Be Prepared for Storms and Floods
Storms and heavy rain can arrive with little warning, and VICSES is the
agency for these events; you should call 132 500 for assistance during a
storm or flood.  
If a storm is approaching, stay indoors away from windows and avoid using
electrical appliances. Most importantly, never drive through floodwater, as it
is often deeper than it appears, and it may hide debris or damaged road
surfaces. Monitor the Vic Emergency website, the app, or your local ABC
radio station for the latest updates.

Happy June!  The cold weather has truly arrived. 

With mornings becoming increasingly foggy and our daylight
hours shortening as we head deeper into the season, now is the
time to prioritize safety at home and on the road.
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Anakie Community House Term 2
20 April - 26 June
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Hairdressing with Joedy
Tuesdays from 9am-1pm 
Ladies Cut: $35, Men’s Cut: $25

Anakie Community House 
Services

Technology
Use our laptops or printer/
Photocopier.
Smart phone help.

Free Loan
Mobility Aids - wheelchairs,
walkers and crutches.

Office Hours:  
Mon, Tues, Thurs 9am - 4pm 
Weds  12pm-5pm

Room Hire
Find out about hiring our spaces

Library
100's of books available to borrow

03 5284 1359 | hello@anakiecommunityhouse.org.au 

Our social groups include:
Monday
Family Playgroup, 9.30am-12.30pm
Bring your little ones to our welcoming and fun Playgroup. 
Walking Group, 10am-12pm
Enjoy walking with others in your local community
Community Kitchen, 12.30pm-2.30pm $5
Prepare and share new recipes with our cooking group, sit
down for a chat and to try out your creations.
Tuesday
Art Group, 1.30pm-4pm
Do you have an artistic streak? Work on your own projects,
share ideas and skills
Wednesdays
History Chats, 11am-12.30pm
 It’s our 40  year as a community group! Share stories, photos
and history.

th

Community Lunch 12.30pm
Bring your lunch and have a chat with others in the community.
UFO Craft Group,  1.30pm-3.30pm
Bring along your unfinished projects or start a new one!
Thursdays
Creative Garden Group, 10am-12pm
Share your ideas and passion for gardening. 
Mobile Phone Basics, 10.30am-12.30pm
Learn to master your phone! Join one of our 3 week programs
to improve your digital skills. 
Carpet Bowls, 10am-12pm, $5
A fun way to exercise the mind as well as the body. At the Hall
on the 1  Thursday of the month.  st

Coffee and Games 1pm-3pm
Enjoy a coffee and a chat, while playing a leisurely game of
Scrabble or cards.

Get Involved

Volunteer, participate
or contact us with
your ideas: 5284 1359

Office closed during
school holiday break



Coming up soon...
‘Where We Meet, Thursday 18 June 1:30-3pm
Spend a relaxed afternoon exploring your creativity with friends and
neighbours. No artistic experience necessary for this free workshop
with the wonderful Nat and Amanda from This is Your Bookmark.

Community Kitchen, Mondays 12pm-2pm
Looking for a fun way to meet new people, learn new skills, and enjoy
delicious food? Join our NEW Community Kitchen!

Come together to cook, share ideas, and enjoy a meal with our
trained facilitator. From planning the menu to shopping and cooking,
everyone plays a part. It’s a great way to build confidence in the
kitchen, learn about healthy eating, and be part of a supportive team.
Bring a $5 contribution for ingredients, booking essential.



On April 26th, a large crowd of Anakie “expats” gathered at St
Brigid’s Church for a farewell and final Mass. Dwindling numbers
had contributed to this event, after the continuation of this lovely
Catholic Church for 153 years. 

The Mass was presided over by His Lordship Bishop Martin Ashe,
assisted by our Parish Priest Father Joseph Panakal, from Meredith.
Though not a sad event, but more a “celebration” of our faith, a
certain sadness was evident. 
 
After a little “history talk” by Cambria Parkinson and a humorous
poem about country farmers (whinging about the weather), all
enjoyed a sumptuous country afternoon tea at the Hall, sharing
memories from years ago, until now. In spite of the feelings
affecting us all, it was a lovely event. 

St Brigid’s Church Farewell
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Anakie Rainfall 
April 2026:  19 mm
18 Days of Rain 
Recorded by Cambria Parkinson

www.anakiecommunityhouse.org.au03 5284 1359

Month

Millimetres

2026 2025 2024 2023

Jan 3 10 61 23

Feb 22 37 8 30

Mar 44 29 7 38

Apr 19 38 53 57

Date Tanker 1 Tanker 2 Anakie FCV Ultra Light Station

7-Jun Gordon Hodges Kate Couch Shane Hill Mark Haby John Mangrum

14-Jun Jackie Primmer Matt Primmer Liam Hodges Clinton Ellery Ben Herholdt

21-Jun Adam Jones Kate Couch Edward Atkin Carol Brislane Paul Moore

28-Jun David Walter Russell Burns Mitch Primmer Andrea Barton Rhiannon Hodges
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Anakie CFA Roster - June

PCs for Kids is a solely volunteer run, self-funded
charity who donate refurbished computers to
children/youth under 18 whose circumstances
prevent them from having the access to a
suitable computer. 
Anakie Community House has partnered with
PCs for Kids to become a drop off point for e
waste, such as laptops, monitors, cables. Please
contact us on 5284 1359 to find out more.
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As always, please get in touch with my office if there is any State
Government matter in which we can be of assistance.
Call 5275 3898 or email ella.george@parliament.vic.gov.au

Ella
Ella George MP, State Member for Lara 

20% off your car rego 
From 1 June 2026, you can apply for 20% off your car rego. 
For most people in our region, who pay the outer metropolitan
registration rate, that means saving of up to $174 for one car, or $348 for
two. 
If you have a concession, it will be 20% off your concession rate.
The rebate is for light vehicles – including cars, motorcycles, utes, vans,
light trucks, station wagons, and 4WD wagons.  You can apply for two
vehicles per person.  You can get your 20% off through the Service
Victoria app. There’ll be information on how to apply on the app from 1
June, but please contact my office if you have any questions. We’re
always happy to help out.
And make sure you get in quick – applications close 31 July 2026. 

Saving on energy bills 
As we head into winter, it’s always good to check you’re getting the best
deal on your energy, or think about upgrading your home to be more
energy efficient. 
There’s lots of information online about how you can upgrade your
home, and what State Government rebates are available:
www.energy.vic.gov.au/victorian-energy-upgrades
You can also compare your energy price through the Victorian
Government’s independent comparison site: compare.energy.vic.gov.au

How the State Government is helping with the cost of living 
Cost of living pressures are being felt by everyone in our community.
Here’s an update on how the State Government is helping Victorians
save money. 

https://www.energy.vic.gov.au/victorian-energy-upgrades
https://www.energy.vic.gov.au/victorian-energy-upgrades


Reflexology | Lymph Drainage | Foot & Hand Care | Ear Candling

By Appointment
www.anakienaturaltherapies.com.au
0425 731 295 carole@anakienaturaltherapies.com.au
Clinic: 380 O’Neils Lane, Anakie

Anakie Natural Therapies is an agent for Sigvaris compression
garments. Compression Stockings measured, fitted and supplied.
Foot & Hand Care home visits can be arranged for elderly
Anakie residents: ring Carole for details.

Carole Hofflin
Dip. R, RLD Certified 
Cert III Foot & Hand Care

Carole Hofflin
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Yacon: (Polymnia sonchifolia) also called ‘Apple of the
Earth”, is an edible tuber, low in calories, making it ideal for
diabetics. It is easy to grow: in full sun with well-rotted
compost. The sweet, crunchy roots or tubers are
harvested in late autumn after the leaves have dried and
shrivelled. If left to dry for a few days the tubers increase in
sweetness. Peel then steam or use in stir-fries. Yacon can
also be eaten raw and used in salads..





Friends of Brisbane Ranges
aims to learn about the

environment, ecology, flora,
fauna, and history of the

Brisbane Ranges National Park
and Steiglitz Historic Park.

www.fobr.org.au
Events, park walks, information

and newsletters.

Contact Diedre 0400 128 578

Friends of Brisbane RangesBrisbane Ranges
Landcare Group

Learn more about the management of
serrated tussock
Go to: serratedtussock.com/wp-
content/uploads/files/Best-Practice-
Mangement-Guide-Serrated-
Tussock.pdf

Or pick up more information and an
Annual Control Calendar at Anakie
Community House. 

See our Facebook page for more info
or contact Robert on 0401 404 899

If you have any notices for local
residents, past and present that

you would like to advertise in
 The Advocate, 

please send details to 
hello@anakiecommunityhouse.org.au

BIRTHS, DEATH AND MARRIAGES

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fserratedtussock.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Ffiles%2FBest-Practice-Mangement-Guide-Serrated-Tussock.pdf&data=05%7C02%7C%7C366e433874834ae8b5b808dea5b8a834%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639130409670486041%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HHLXBrBdWt%2FjpIrbWEv9Xvb2BsyBegyjYOmof1%2FPrVw%3D&reserved=0
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fserratedtussock.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Ffiles%2FBest-Practice-Mangement-Guide-Serrated-Tussock.pdf&data=05%7C02%7C%7C366e433874834ae8b5b808dea5b8a834%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639130409670486041%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HHLXBrBdWt%2FjpIrbWEv9Xvb2BsyBegyjYOmof1%2FPrVw%3D&reserved=0
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fserratedtussock.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Ffiles%2FBest-Practice-Mangement-Guide-Serrated-Tussock.pdf&data=05%7C02%7C%7C366e433874834ae8b5b808dea5b8a834%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639130409670486041%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HHLXBrBdWt%2FjpIrbWEv9Xvb2BsyBegyjYOmof1%2FPrVw%3D&reserved=0
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fserratedtussock.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Ffiles%2FBest-Practice-Mangement-Guide-Serrated-Tussock.pdf&data=05%7C02%7C%7C366e433874834ae8b5b808dea5b8a834%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639130409670486041%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HHLXBrBdWt%2FjpIrbWEv9Xvb2BsyBegyjYOmof1%2FPrVw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.facebook.com/groups/645147624831938


koalaclancyfoundation.org.au

A koala monitoring project beside the Moorabool River has revealed
a surprising rise in koala activity only one year after large-scale tree
planting efforts began.

The Koala Clancy Foundation and International Fund for Animal
Welfare planted more than 11,300 trees and shrubs at the site in 2023
and 2024. Audio recorders were then used each November to
monitor koala calls during breeding season.

In the first year, researchers recorded only four koala calls, which
was expected because the new habitat was still developing.
However, in the second year, koala calls tripled, indicating a rapid
increase in koala use of the area. Recordings captured several male
koalas and even evidence of mating.

Koala Clancy Foundation’s Janine Duffy said the team was surprised
by how quickly koalas responded to the restored habitat. IFAW’s
Josey Sharrad said the results show how urgently koalas need safe
habitat and demonstrate that habitat restoration can quickly
benefit wildlife.

The project is being celebrated as proof that revegetation efforts
can successfully support koala recovery and provide hope for the
species’ future.

More details are available on the Koala Clancy Foundation blog.

https://www.koalaclancyfoundation.org.au/koala-tree-planting-leads-to-increase-in-koala-numbers-and-duration-of-stay/


Aiki Jujutsu Australia
KOBUKAN

A not-for-profit organisation established 
to practice this traditional this traditional

Japanese Martial Art.

Dojo Location: 2310 Ballan Road ANAKIE

Class every Thursday
 based on School Terms

Children’s classes: 5:30 – 6:30pm
Adult classes: 6:30 – 8:00pm

Free trial Classes available.
Dicker Sensei 6  Danth

30+ years’ experience
0419 432 472

Website: aikiaustralia.com.au

TUESDAY NIGHTS
6:30pm – 8:30pm 

$10 entry, Anakie Hall
Bring your Boots bring your friends

 & Let’s Dance!! 

No partner needed – just a smile & your Dancing Boots 
www.facebook.com/groups/1320485496342086

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1320485496342086


Anakie Community Garden
Monthly social gathering
First Tuesday of the Month
9.30am to 11.30am

 
email: Helena.lindorff@bigpond.com

WILDLIFE SHELTER
SANDI MURDOCH

care of injured & orphaned animals
5284 1380 all hours

Friends of Brisbane Ranges
Get to know and help our local National

Park!  Everyone welcome
www.fobr.org.au

Events, park walks, information and
newsletters.

Brisbane Ranges Landcare Group
 Meets the third Thursday of the month usually

at 7:30pm at Balliang Hall.

Interested residents are welcome - come and find
out about the benefits of membership! 

rambling2robert@gmail.com
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Sewing Alterations
Zip replacement, hems taken up

on dresses and trousers.
Reasonable rates 

Pauline
0427 183 832

Anakie Hall Hire
Call Adrian 0425 798 938
anakiehall@gmail.com

or call the Community House 5284 1359

Ideal Venue for gatherings, meetings,
parties and events

Is this your space??  Advertise with us, see more on pg 15.

Anakie Community Information
Anakie & District Community Group (Anakie Community House)
(ABN 59 938 073 014)

2115 Geelong-Ballan Rd, Anakie, 3213 
Phone: 5284 1359  Email: hello@anakiecommunityhouse.org.au
Office hours
Mon,Tues, Thurs 9am-4pm
Weds 12pm-5pm

Vision:  Locals caring for the local community
Mission: To be a welcoming and caring community house that reaches out and supports people
Values: We are committed to being: Welcoming, Inclusive, Helpful, Safe, Friendly, Fun

Do you have weed problems?
Hire a spray trailer from 

Brisbane Ranges Landcare Group
 with 2 hand guns a boom spray
and a 500 litre tank $25 a day.  
Contact Jacki 0438 350 121 

mailto:rambling2robert@gmail.com


12 issues monthly

1/8th page $90.00 $10.00

1/4 page $165.00 $18.00

1/2 page $275.00 $30.00

full page $440.00 $45.00
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Birds in the Bush Nursery
 

Healthy indigenous plants ready to go.  
Check out the list of available species on our website
www.birdsinthebushnursery.com.au 
call 5292 0606
robert@birdsinthebushnursery.com.au
610 Staughton Vale Road, Balliang

Adam 0410 886 567
Kate 0492 919 071
Helena 0437 195 511
Heath 0488 438 648
Ruby/Andrew  52841 177
Adrian 0425 798 938
Principal, Karina 5284 1291 
Campbell 0439 611 031 
Steve 0400 419 024 
Andrew 0490 831 427

Anakie CFA 
Anakie Community House 
Anakie Community Garden
Anakie Football & Netball Club  
Anakie General Store/Post Office  
Anakie Hall  
Anakie Primary School  
Balliang District Rural CFA 
Balliang Memorial Hall
St George's Anglican Church 

Local organisations contact details

Deliveries to: Anakie, Staughton Vale,
Balliang and Steiglitz. 

Also available from: Anakie shop, Anakie
Community House and online

www.anakiecommunityhouse.org.au

Submissions for the next issue must be
received by 21st of month prior.

hello@anakiecommunityhouse.org.au

The Anakie Advocate is proudly printed by Ella
George, State Member for Lara. 

Advocate Advertising Costs
Paid in advance, NB prices are ex GST. 

Please contact Anakie Community House for
more information. 

11 issues a year, no issue in January

 Receive The Advocate
 to your inbox!

anakiecommunityhouse.org.au
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💙 DIGS KICK IT AND RIP IT DAY 💙
 
Standing with Digger in the Fight
against Prostate Cancer 

Sunday 5 July 12pm
Free entry to the event

www.trybooking.com/events/landing
/1566539

Our beautiful friend Mark, known to most of us as **Digger**, is currently
battling metastatic prostate cancer. Digger is a loyal mate, a hardworking
man, and a devoted husband to Kerry and father to their four children.
This event is about bringing our community together to support Digger and
his family, while also raising awareness about prostate cancer — one of the
most common cancers affecting men. Early detection can save lives, and
talking about it matters.
Join us for a day of community spirit with raffles, BBQ, games, and live music
all for a great cause. Every raffle ticket, BBQ purchase, and donation helps
support Digger and his family during this fight.

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1566539
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1566539


Anakie Rural Supplies
ABN 93 492 665 123

Stock & Pet food, Potting Mix,
 Compost & Fertiliser 

sales@anakieruralsupplies.com.au
89 Mornington Street Nth Geelong

Pickup: 8:30am to 5:30pm

380 O’Neils Lane Anakie
Pickup: Mon & Fri 3 to 6:30pm

Albert 0425 731 294
albert@anakieruralsupplies.com.au

Carole 0425 731 295
carole@anakieruralsupplies.com.au

Penrite chain-bar oil 5L $36
layers pellets 20kg 2 for $50
comp. poultry mix 20kg $26 or 2 @ $50
premium potting mix 30L $9.90
Composted Sheep Manure 25L $7.50, or 4 for $28
For Equine feed contact us



Tired of spending hours on your
bookkeeping?

Don’t panic! Let us do it for you!

    We provide the following services:
    $$  Accounts Payable 

    $$  Accounts Receivables
    $$  BAS Preparation and Lodgement

    $$  Payroll & Superannuation

Roneta Hill
Registered BAS Agent No: 25687187

M: 0407 55 33 17
E: roneta@enhancedpower.com.au

www.enhancedpower.com.au 
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